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June 28, 2010

Mr. Henry Mufoz, III
Chair, Board of Trustees
VIA Metropolitan Transit
800 West Myrtle

San Antonio, TX 78212

Dear Chairman Munoz:

The San Antonio-Bexar County Metropolitan Planning Organization Transportation Policy Board
is supportive of VIA’s efforts to improve our public transportation system. Evidence of our
support can be seen in the following selected goals of our adopted long range transportation
plan:

Invest in a safe and effective regional transportation system

Encourage cost-effective expansion of the regional transportation system
Increase the efficiency of the existing transportation system

Invest in a public transit system that meets existing and projected needs
Address the social, economic and environmental issues of the region
Improve opportunities for alternative means of transportation

In addition we have included VIA's fixed rail streetcar project in the Transportation
Improvement Project; a further display of our support of innovative transportation technologies.

In concert with the two above items, we are pleased to offer support necessary to complete an
application to receive Federal funding for the Alternatives Analysis for the north-south and east-
west proposed streetcar starter alignments. As such, we will consider inclusion of the
Alternatives Analysis Program in the FY 2010-2011 Unified Planning Work Program at our next
regularly scheduled meeting on July 26, 2010. VIA has undertaken an inclusive progress to
identify the feasibility of high capacity corridors and receive public comment and stakeholder
input and we look forward to continuing to partner with VIA on this and other transportation
improvements in our region.

We are pleased you are pursuing funding for this project and look forward to a favorable
outcome.

Sincerely,

(Vv C\\Aé/ﬁ/r/vwm e
Commissioner Tginmy Adkisson

Chair

Transportation Policy Board

825 S. St. Mary’s St, San Antonio, Texas 78205 — (210) 227-8651
TDD 1 (800) 735-2989 - Fax (210) 227-9321
www.sametroplan.org
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE

July 8, 2010

The Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Secretary:

The San Antonio Housing Authority (SAHA) is pleased to support VIA Metropolitan Transit’s effort to
secure federal funding for transportation efforts in San Antonio.

SAHA is committed to improving the quality of life for the 65,000 San Antonians we serve. With an
average income of $12,270 a year, many of our clients rely on public transportation.

As SAHA moves forward with our revitalization efforts and development of new communities in 2010
and beyond, we are working collaboratively with various community partners, including VIA, to ensure
our clients have maximum access to services that improve their quality of life, such as transportation.

VIA has been working hard to develop a comprehensive transportation plan that serves all areas of our
community with new technologies and efficient service, and VIA is focused on building a truly regional
transportation system.

SAHA's partnership with VIA is in alignment with the Partnership for Sustainable Communities. As you
know, this partnership of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the U.S.
Department of Transportation (DOT) and the U.S Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) was formed
to provide more transportation choices, promote equitable, affordable housing, enhance economic
competitiveness, support existing communities, coordinate and leverage federal policies and
investment, and value communities and neighborhoods.

SAHA and VIA are working together on a local level to develop the sustainability of the city and the
greater metropolitan area to build a stronger community. We value our partnership with VIA and will
continue to support their efforts to develop and enhance transportation options that promote livability
and sustainability in our city. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact my office at 477-
6588.

Sincere N\

N

Lourdes Castro Ramirez
President and CEO
San Antonio Housing Authority

Equal Housing Opportunity ® Equal Opportunity Employer
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July 12, 2010

The Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Downtown Alliance San Antonio wishes to offer our support for the Alternatives
Analysis Grant that is being submitted by VIA Metropolitan Transit.

The stakeholders in the central business district are nearly unanimous in their
support for transportation improvements in our community. We anticipate serving
as partners with the public sector to raise funds for project implementation, and
we are certain that improvements to mass transit linked with the downtown
development will provide significant stimulus for continued and new urban
economic growth.

We thank you for your leadership in promoting new transportation modes such as
electric streetcar for communities across the nation. We emphatically support this
grant application to help make downtown San Antonio a better place to live,
work, shop, and visit. Please feel free to contact me if there is any additional
information that we can provide for you.

Yours for better connectivity in downtowns,

Pyl

Ben E. Brewer lll
President

515 East Houston, Suite 100 | San Antonio, TX 78205 | P.210.225.3862 F.210.225.1569 | www.downtownsanantonio.org





