


NELSON W. WOLFF
COUNTY JUDGE

BEXAR COUNTY COURTHOUSE
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78205 -3036
(210) 335-2626 • FAX (210) 335-2926

Email - nwolff@bexar.org

July 12, 2010

The Honorable Ray LaHood

Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 NewJersey Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am pleased to submit this letter of support for VIAMetropolitan Transit'sapplication for

alternatives analysis funding.

An efficient and innovative public transportation system is a recognized necessity as we

pursue economic development partners for Bexar County and the San Antonio region.

VIA currently operates one of the top public transit operations in the nation, and the

agency's ability to develop and implement innovative transit solutions is a key part of our

ongoing economic health.

Bexar County enjoys a positive partnership with VIA, and we fully support their efforts. As

such, we encourage the approval of the application for federal funds.
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July 8,2010

The Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Secretary:

210-477-6262 e ww w .saha.org

The San Antonio Housing Authority (SAHA) is pleased to support VIA Metropolitan Transit's effort to
secure federal funding for transportation efforts in San Antonio.

SAHA is committed to improving the quality of life for the 65,000 San Antonians we serve. With an
average income of $12,270 a year, many of our clients rely on public transportation .

As SAHA moves forward with our revitalization efforts and development of new communities in 2010
and beyond, we are working collaboratively with various community partners, including VIA, to ensure
our clients have maximum access to services that improve their quality of life, such as transportation.

VIA has been working hard to develop a comprehensive transportation plan that serves all areas of our
community with new technologies and efficient service, and VIA is focused on building a truly regional
transportation system.

SAHA's partnership with VIA is in alignment with the Partnership for Sustainable Communities. As you
know, this partnership of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the U.S.
Department of Transportation (DOT) and the U.S Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) was formed
to provide more transportation choices, promote equitable, affordable housing, enhance economic
competitiveness, support existing communities, coordinate and leverage federal policies and
investment, and value communities and neighborhoods.

SAHA and VIA are working together on a local level to develop the sustainability of the city and the
greater metropolitan area to build a stronger community. We value our partnership with VIA and will
continue to support their efforts to develop and enhance transportation options that promote livability
and sustainability in our city. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact my office at 477­
6588.

if#A--
Lourdes Castro Ramirez
President and CEO
San Antonio Housing Authority
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July 12, 2010

The Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Downtown Alliance San Antonio wishes to offer our support for the Alternatives
Analysis Grant that is being submitted by VIA Metropolitan Transit.

The stakeholders in the central business district are nearly unanimous in their
support for transportation improvements in our community. We anticipate serving
as partners with the public sector to raise funds for project implementation , and
we are certain that improvements to mass transit linked with the downtown
development will provide significant stimulus for continued and new urban
economic growth.

We thank you for your leadership in promoting new transportation modes such as
electric streetcar for communities across the nation. We emphatically support this
grant application to help make downtown San Antonio a better place to live,
work , shop, and visit. Please feel free to contact me if there is any additional
information that we can provide for you.

Yours for better connectivity in downtowns,

Yr£.~-7:
Ben E. Brewer III
President
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